FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF FARMINGTON
33112 Grand River Avenue 1 Farmington, MI 48336

News & Notes May 10, 2026
248 474-6573 or 248 474-6595

Tuesday, May 12th Church Office Hours

1(7)f88 ‘S'm' E}Eli gi‘dgz Tuesday & Thursday
Wednesday, May 13" 11:00 am to 3:00 pm

7:15 p.m. Boy Scouts
Thursday, May 14t Pastor Bea Had surgery

6:00 p.m. Hand bell Rehearsal in the bell room Tuesday — Thursday
in:ggyp.méy L5 Vocal Choir Rehearsal 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

5:00 p.m. Detroit Baptist Chin .
Saturd(,fy May 16t P Pastor Brian

9:30 a.m’. Crafter's Gathering is in the office from 10:00 a.m. --3:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m. Classical Indian Dance PROGRAM Rehearsal Mggi?é’ t\t/avxet(?tlge(:Sc)dné;i);rinadv;iT;t;ﬁi?)?y.
o h%oas'”,\],l'ay qn  turglcal Dance Rehearsal And, available by phone 269-274-0029
10:00 a.m. Worship/SS Coffee Hour follows every day except Friday.
11:30 a.m. Bible Study
12 noon Classical Indian Dance

5:00 p.m. Detroit Chin Baptist Church

YOU ARE A BLESSING FROM GOD: We grateful for all our guest, let us know _
you are here. Please scan the QR code to complete a: CONNECTION CARD Mt

ANNA COOK CIRCLE FELLOWSHIP ‘

Women's se=Circles May 13, 2026 @ 12 noon -

*BRING YOUR SANDWICH & BEVERAGE"’ .‘
LYDIA CIRCLE FELLOWSHIP

CRAFTER’S FELLOWSHIP
3rd Saturday’s of the month
May 16™ 9:30 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
Bring a project to work on, a sandwich,
and see what we are creating.
Susan Cook, Coordinator

5t Leah Sheppard, 6™ Joseph Duffy, 10" Connie Lynn
10 Janet Inman, 12t Kate Aren, 14™" Jim Glennie
18" Samuel Carnell, 19t Patrick Imus, James Malkowski
22"Carolyn Aymer, Henry Shymanski
23 Stephanie Anttila, 24™ Kirk Jaske, Tim King
27t Heather Cude, Arun Edwin, Pattie Tschudi

30" Nancy Imus
4™ Ted & Heather Shymanski
13t Claude & Yvonne Christensen
19™ Tim & Beverly King
24" James & Carolyn Aymer
25" Richard & Cindy Scholer




FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF FARMINGTON
10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service

May 17, 2026
PRELUDE Yaroslav Daniels
WORDS OF WELCOME Rev. Brian Steele
INTROIT Precious Lord, Take My Hand Chancel Choir
HYMN Here | am to Worship See Insert
CALL TO WORSHIP Geri Doolin

Leader: The glory of God cannot be contained!

People: He has ascended!

Leader: The living Christ transcends time and space.

People: He has ascended!

Leader: The presence of God is spreading like glitter.

People: He has ascended!

Leader:Thanks be to God for a God whose presence goes beyond our fingertips..
ALL: Amen.

OPENING PRAYER Geri Doolin

Christ Jesus, you have left your fingerprints on all of creation. There is no place we can go where you
are not present. You reign next to God Almighty in the heaven of heavens and holy of holies. You see
all and are in all. Today we lift our eyes toward heaven to remember that you have a perspective we
cannot see. As we worship, may our trust in you grow knowing that you who began a good work in us,
will bring it to completion. Amen.

ANTHEM All Hail the Power Chancel Choir
Arr. by Mark Hayes

HYMN Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise UMH #103
CHILDREN’S MOMENT Brianne Steele
SCRIPTURE LESSON: Acts 1:1-11 Geri Doolin
Liturgist: The word of God for the people of God

People: Thanks be to God

SERMON Jesus has Left the Building Rev. Steele

OFFERTORY INVITATION Geri Doolin

(WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR GENEROSITY. PLEASE, GIVE LIKE IT MATTERS, BECAUSE IT DOES.)
e Please place your Connect Cards in the offering plate along with any financial gifts you wish to
give.

OFFERTORY PRAYER OF DEDICATION Geri Doolin
OFFERTORY MUSIC Yaroslav Daniels
*SUNG PRAISE Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMH #94
COMMUNITY PRAYER Rev. Steele
LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison) Rev. Steele

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

WAYS TO CONNECT Rev. Steele
HYMN All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name UMH #154




SENDING: God’s Presence is in Everyone and Everything Rev. Steele
Get Curious About Where God is Already Working.

BENEDICTION Leaning on the Everlasting Arms Chancel Choir
POSTLUDE Yaroslav Daniels
PRAYERS

General: All conflicts globally and domestically, Connie L's grandson Andrew who is serving in Iraq
and all those serving, Temple Israel in West Bloomfield and all our Jewish siblings

Gratitude: Kind spouses, growing children and families.

Health: Julian, Cameron, Lily W, Olivia, Tom Benjamin, Erica Palmer, Nikki, Kali Imus, Tony
Tulgetske, James Lanstra, Hooley Fiwig, Sean Mullan, Bernie Shaw, Claudette Howell

Cancer: Pat (Sandy R’s cousin), Dakota and her parents Leslie and Kevin, Dawn McCourt, Michael
Jackson, David Shultz, Linda P

The families of Denise Ruff, David O’Shea (Cathy Kwasky’s brother) Ethel Shapiro, Ruth Yuill, Dean
Koppin, Beth Ellis, Judith Young Mayo, Peter Kalakailo, Bob Cook, those who have lost somebody to
fentanyl overdose, families and everyone amidst their grief.

Simplified and Accountable Structure (SAS) FYI

What SAS Is: SAS is a structure that is being adopted by many United Methodist Churches that
helps bring clarity and expedite the decision making process of a local church while releasing people
for the ministry that they are most passionate about.
WHAT SAS DOES:
e Consolidates the three administrative arms of the church (Staff-Parish Relations

Committee, Finance, Trustees) to form one leadership board of 6-9 people chosen by the
Nominations Committee.
e Keeps decisions from bouncing from committee to committee and instead allows one team
to make a prayerful, efficient decision that is then communicated to the congregation.
e Allows more people to serve in ministry instead of sitting in meetings.
WHY WE’RE EXPLORING IT:
We are exploring SAS so that we can create a church structure that maximizes ministry impact
and minimizes bureaucracy while improving and increasing communication to the congregation
and community.
THE SAS PROCESS:
What we have done thus far:
Church-Wide Training and Information Session

Receive District Superintendent Approval to Explore SAS

Administrative Council Votes to Explore SAS

Appoint an Exploratory Team that will work with conference coach to help discern whether
SAS will be helpful for our church.

Our Next Steps:
e Receive feedback and questions from the congregation and our ministry teams regarding

SAS
Hold a Church Town Hall to answer questions on June 7"
Based on congregational feedback, leadership discernment, and the Exploratory Team’s
recommendation report, the Administrative Council votes whether to request the adoption
of SAS. If a favorable vote results, the pastor and Council chair submit a letter to the DS
seeking approval to move to SAS

e Distribute motion and information about special church conference at least 30 days before
vote.



MEETING ON Monday, June 15t @ 6:30 p.m.
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CARING MINISTRY LIST
P o nouhe antous gt 3 STRENGTH & WISDOM DEALING WITH
butirl everything _ = HEALTH & LIFE CHALLENGES:

[.lﬁ‘ J TR TIRTIR CONDOLENCES Denise Ruff, Ruth Yuill, Bev Ellis,
Dean Koppin’s Memorial Service, Saturday, June 6" @ 1 p.m.

Bernie Shaw’s, Maggie Clewley, Pat Dygert, Claudette Howell,
John Hopeck, Bonnie Kennedy, Paul King, Cathy Kwasky,
Scott Lodge, Denise Rogers, Oliver Schultz, Sharon Scott,
Darrell Simmons, Bill & Suzanne White, Sandy Welling

presm:r'nu.r
PeUEests Lo CaOdd

Phalippians 4:6

The Caring Ministry keeps those who are shut in, hospitalized or sick and unable to attend church
connected to the church through visits, cards, and phone calls. "Please notify our office via call or
emalil: office@farmingtonfumc.org or pastor of any requests by Monday to be included in the bulletin
and by Thursday for verbal announcements. Names will be removed after 60 days unless otherwise
requested.”

10" Happy Birthday to the best husband ever, Joseph!

DEDICATION 4, OF
£ 2 Mary Sue Duffy

17" Open for your loving tribute!

24™ in loving memory of all our awesome Veterans and my father,
John Downing, US Navy. In loving honor of my grandson, Kane
Tschudi serving overseas in US Navy Patti Tschudi

31st Carol Riley

B o
ALTAR FLOW E RS 7th Karen Brichford

Open for your loving tribute! July 12" August 2" August 9t August 23

Go after
worship any
Sunday and

20% of profits
come back to
the church!
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The following committees are
looking for additional members:
Methodist Men, Finance, Outreach,
Trustees, The Streaming Team,
and Website Team.

If you are interested in any of these committees, please contact. Pastor Brian at (269) 274-0029.
Our teller team could use your help. Looking for 3 or 4 more volunteers that are willing to help count the offering
after Sunday service. It takes about 30-60 minutes to complete depending on the Sunday. We schedule 2
tellers per Sunday. Commitment would be for no more than 2 Sundays a month depending on the
scheduling. There may be a month that you may not be required to count. Scheduling is flexible.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A LITURGIST?

Liturgists are responsible for leading the opening prayer, reading the scripture lesson, leading the
offering prayer, and reading the explanation of offering options. If you are interested in joining the
liturgist team, please contact Jill Burress at |illb69@aol.com.

“HOW TO LIVESTREAM OUR WORSHIP SERVICE”

You can view our worship services live each Sunday morning, even if you don't have a Facebook
page/account. Here is how to connect:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Go to: www.farmingtonfumc.org/watch or

Access the church’s Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/farmingtonfumc/
Once on the church’s Facebook page, select the video marked in red.
You can now view the livestream of our worship service.

DID YOU MISS THE WORSHIP SERVICE?

You can view all previous worship services and sermons on our YouTube Channel,
Facebook Page, or Website:

e Youtube: www.youtube.com/@farmingtonfumc1829/videos

e Facebook: www.facebook.com/farmingtonfumc/videos.

e Website: www.farmingtonfumc.org/watch-live

YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT IS APPRECIATED

Thank you for continued prayerful and financial support of the church. If you would like
to make a gift to the church, please use one of the following methods:
1) Drop-off or Mail-in your gift to: -
First United Methodist Church of Farmington - 33112 Grand River Ave
Farmington, M| 48336
2) Use PayPal, and select: First United Methodist Church of Farmington
3) Scan the QR code and follow the prompts.

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM @farmingtonfumc
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Pastor Brian
Sunday, May 10, 2026

Job is probably the best example of what the late theologian Walter Brueggemann calls the three stages of faith.
There is orientation. This is where we learn about faith and God behaves according to our learning. If we do this,
then God will do that. Our faith is predictable. God is 2+2=4. Our faith and God go together like peanut butter
and jelly.

But then there's the second stage of faith: disorientation. These are the times where our expectation of God and
the reality of life are like oil and water. We thought life would look like Exhibit A and instead life has taken a turn
away from said exhibit, took us down the elevator onto a floor we didn't even know existed, and suddenly we're
at Exhibit Z wondering how we got there.

That's disorientation.

And then the final stage is new orientation. God did not behave according to our expectations, and we had
guestions. We probably even got a little testy with God. But because we didn't rush through the disorientation,
our understanding of God has expanded. We may not be certain about our beliefs anymore, but we do have
trust. And when we trust someone, we can move forward with them. We can move forward with God even when
life isn't what we expected it to be.

This is how we journey through trauma, and this is Job's journey.

He had learned about God. He did what he was told God wanted. And God acted according to his expectations.
Orientation. His understanding of God and experience were dance partners in a perfectly executed waltz.

Then he lost everything, and he had no answers as to why. Disorientation. Here was this person of faith, and he
had been given a horrific situation through no fault of his own, and he didn't have the emotional, psychological
or spiritual resources to figure out why.

Job thought he had the resources to handle it at first. When he has this sudden onslaught of losses, he shaves
his head, falls to the ground and still has the capacity to see God in this situation. He is able to fall back on the
rituals that formed him in his faith.

But then he is struck with some mysterious sickness, and he loses the ability to find words this time. The rituals
aren't as comforting as they once were. He doesn't know how to handle this because this no longer fits in what
he thought life would be like.

What does he do? Well, Job does the same thing we do today. Start the church prayer chain.

Job has friends--faithful people who were very much like him--come and do the exact right thing--at first. For
seven days, they sit there in silence. Job's friends tend to get a bad rap, but they were silent for seven days.
That isn't easy, and it shows how difficult trauma can be to witness. But seven days in, they couldn't handle it
anymore. They needed answers. They could not handle the disorientation and tried to retreat back to orientation.
They tried to make sense of it based on their previous understanding of God, and that ended up doing more
harm than good.

Instead, Job courageously and faithfully stays in the disorientation. He realizes that his understanding of faith
has come up short. There is a disconnect between his experience and his understanding of faith, and there is
no quick fix. He has to experience the truth of his situation, and find God in new ways amidst this.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF FARMINGTON
33112 Grand River Avenue
Farmington, Ml 48335



